Fever; and the Third, which looms dimly in the darkness of 1853, is to be occupied with the subject of Oriental Plague. Our 
occupied with the subject of Oriental Plague. Our readers will recollect that we were compelled to record our dissent from the principles of the First Report; we now find ourselves necessitated to pursue the same course with regard to the Second; and without consulting a clairvoyante, we The general press are contented to adopt and echo their opinions; the legislature which called them into action can scarcely refuse assent to the conclusions which they profess to have arrived at by an impartial investigation of the subject; parliament, when called upon to deliberate on their measures, is not likely to bestow much study on a distasteful subject, but if the government have a working majority, will probably at once confirm their propositions. Hence there is really a great chance that principles, which we must designate as utterly false in themselves, and as eminently dangerous in practice, will be acted upon throughout the vast extent of the British colonies, and in all the dependencies over which the British crown has influence.
The question of Quarantine is no petty subject which the medical profession can afford to throw aside without consideration. It is more than a national, it is an universal subject. The practitioners of medicine in all countries are naturally the persons to whom the public will look for information and for guidance. We ought to be prepared both with our opinions and with our reasons for them. We ought to know how far our real knowledge reaches; and at what point observation fails to penetrate farther, and where uncertainty and perplexity begin. To fix this point, to present to the legislature all the ascertained facts which bear upon the subject, and then, passing onwards, to recommend provisionally what common ^ense and wise precaution indicate, would be the duty of a commission appointed to inquire into the question of quarantine. Such a commission would find that the whole administration of quarantines in Europe, and perhaps in all parts of the world, is founded on no uniform and settled principles; that the rules vary without reason in neighbouring localities; that many of the customs are not based on any appreciable scientific ground, but arise from obsolete dogmas, or are grounded on hypothetical reasoning for which no proof could be advanced. Quarantines, in fact, would be found to be little else than a chaos of arbitrary and useless rules, needlessly oppressive to individuals, and vexatious to trade, and yet not sufficiently protective against the evils to oppose which they were formed. We submit that there is in this no evidence of the propagation of disease by a specific contagion; on the contrary, it is the ordinary production of disease by its ordinary cause?namely, exposure to a polluted atmosphere, the pollution being in this case excessive from overcrowding, from accumulation of filth, from foul and offensive privies, from the impossibility of the admission of fresh air, owing to the construction of the building, and from the intense and oppressive heat, the thermometer ranging from SO0 to 86? Eahr. we propose to include all the cases on which any material reliance is placed, not omitting one, as far as we know, which would in the present day be regarded as deserving consideration." (p. 7.)
The first case is that celebrated instance of the Hankey, on which whole libraries have been written. A few pages, taken almost entirely from Bancroft's work, dispose of it. Secondly comes the case of the General Elliott, described also by Chisliolm, which receives twenty-seven lines of comment. Thirdly, the Cadiz fever, in 1800, receives two pages. Fourthly and fifthly, the Gibraltar fevers of 1810 and 1813 receive three and a half pages of comment.
Sixthly, the Barcelona fever of 1821 is noticed. Seventhly, the Bann fever has seventeen lines devoted to it. Eighthly comes the Eclair controversy, which occupies no less than thirty pages. Ninthly, the Barbadoes fever of 1847 is alluded to; and, tenthly and lastly, the epidemic in Gibraltar in 1828 (on which Mr. Howell has written a Report, which appears in the Appendix), is discussed in eight pages. Thus, in fifty-eight pages, it is to be presumed by the 
